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o: not wonder, that a great 
© Soul, like yours, ſhould enquire; 


>. ticularly that of Chriſtians, has 


upon Greatreſs of Mind: But, I con- 
feſs, I ſfomiewhat marvel, thar you 


heuld be put upon the Enquiry, by 
the Suggeſtionsof fucha Libertine as 
Mr. N./V.'s confidently pretending, 
that his Atheiftical and Senſual Prin- 
ciples are much-more triendly, than 
the Dodrines of Chriſtianity, to a 
noble Frame: of Mind. - Wherefore 
I dare not permit the Senſe I have of 
my own Weakneſs, how' great aud 
juſt foever; to'keep me from preſent- 
ing you with my Thoughts; and thz 

er, beca YOU are not 
indiſpoled to receive a Sarisfaction in 
this Point, lipce you ſeen. to expect 
| 43 1t 


* 


rather, becauſe I preſume 


hat aſpect Religion, and par- 


rats ego 2m AO 


2-2 a7. 4 _ % 


\ 


hs ers, He a 


(2) 


it from a Pen that is no better than 
mine which, you well know, muſt 
not be,on this occaſ! on,aſſiſted by the 
Arguments and Ornaments, that the 
fine Sentences of the Fathers , and 
other Livines and Humaniſts, might 
aitord to a Perſon that were at let- 
ſure, and furniſhed with. a Library. 
Yet I ſhall not much, either excule, 
or deplore, my being ſo il accommo- 
dated for rhe Task you impoſe upon 
me; becauſcas you ſeem to deſire but 
my own } hovghts, ſo I know not, 
whether common Place-books would. 
afford me any:great Aſſiſtance on 10 
uncommon a Theme ; and, Iconfeſs, 
that, when the Matter wall bear | it, L, 
as well as you, do lefs care for Autho: 
rities, eſpecially'taken from Diſcour- 
ſes, Geſ) gned rather to Perſuade than 
Prove, in compariſon of thoſe Ar- 
guments, that-are ſuggeſted by a due 
Conſideration of the Nature/of the 
Thing. But yet,I preſume, you will 
readily give me leave to:do that fre-' 
quently enough, which your-Friend, 
pernaps will call Preaching. For' 
DC 


(3) —— | 


beſides that, your Deſires, and my 
Haſte, confine me to the Bible and _ 
my own Thoughts; the frequent Ci- 
tation of Texts of Holy Scripture FE 
15 exaCted by the Nature-of the Que- 
ſtion I am to handle: it being neceſ- . 

lary , for the evincing — 
arines of Chriſtianity, not to be in-! 
conliſtent with Greatzeſs of Mind,  _ 
that we 4s well conſider, What thole 
Do&trines are, which ſure will be 
| beſt declared by the Scriptural Texts _ 
that contain them, as What are the 


| Attributes of Greatneſs of Mind, 
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CHAP. I, 


O proceed then' with ſome. 
Method, as well as much Bre- 
vity, E concetiye, it will be no. unfit 
Way to come to a Reſolution in our 
Inquiry, ifI Firfſet down andeny- 
merate the chiefeft Things, that, in 
the eſtimation of Intelligent Men, do, 
as if they were ſo many Ingredients, 
make up what we call Mag nanimity 
or Greateſs of Mind, That nor being. 
a ſingle Starr, but a Conſtellation of 
cle vated nd radiant Qualities; and 
ren ſhew, that Religion, cfpecialiy 
Thar of the Chriſtians,is at leaſt,com- 
ſ/text wth each oi thele, 16 1t do not- 
a:l0 prozzte if. But in this Enume- 
ration, tho 1 Qaall; ex abundant, take 


TH >HHOP Oualities, that are not El- 
iential to Gr: atmeſs of & bMisd, but ra- 


qa Acceflions tO it; yet T1 {hall not 
ic rupuloully dill tinguiſh t bole Things 
tnatarenccetlary to compleat it, and 
E100 hat are partly ſome of them 
S12NS, 


AYJYFJ 


Signs, and Ideas of them Effects of it; 
hoping' from'your Equity, that thee 
additionaÞ Things will be thought 
-tomake full zmiends,if,thronsh Haſte 
: or Miſtake; 1 ſhould chance to have 
 omitredianny Property, that you may 
- Judge to' belong to the true Nocion 
of Generoſity, — —_ 7 

Tſhall, in-the following Diſcourſe, 
We: it for granted, ( and hope I 
need not tell-you, that I do ſo) that 
as we think not Maſons, but J-wel. 
-lers, fit to'jadge of the Genuineneſs 
and Value of precious Stones; ſo you 
will allow me to take the Notion and 
Meaſures: of Greatneſs of Mind, not 
from the $6 par of the Injudicious 
*Vulgar,but the [udicious Eſtimates of 
Reaſon, improv'd by Philoſophy, and 
ealighrn'd by Natural Theology, 
LE "know, rhe undiiceraing Multi. 
tikde; whoſe Judgment ſeems rather 
Tlodg'd in the Eye than in the Brain, 
-when they hear Men name Greatneſs 
'of M-zd, are apt to fancy Something, 
'rhar, like the Coronation of a King, 
Is artended with Pomp and Splen lor, 

Bf 4 ang 


; aa 


C6). 


== and a numerous Train of Gazers, and 
"14 _ the loud Acclamations of the -Peo- | 

ple. And, at leaſt, when mention 

15 made of an Heroick Soul, they ima- 


gine, that it cannot be butin a great 
Commander, like a Roman Emperor, 
or a Zartarian General, that leads 
and defeats Armies, and deſolates 
whole Countries, and leaves them 
 Peopled only with Carkaſſes. But 
Reaſon and Religion, that look an 
Human things with Eyes untrou- 
bled by thoſe pompous Outſides that 
dazle the Vulgar, can eaſily ſee a 
valt Difference betwixt Grearn:fs of 
Fortune and Greatneſs of Mind. And 
nat only Chriſtianity teaches, that | 

(724, who is no Heoa7ain]ns Reſpes 
Cter of Perſons, As 1o.and 34: 2 Sar. 
14.and 14. Sees not Perſons as Man 

_ ſees them; and that a thing that is 
ſublime amonoſt Men, may be an Ai q- 
mination to Him : But Philoſophers 
themſelves can eaſily diſtinguiſh be- 
twixt that real Greazmeſs, that truly 
belongs to the Man, and that The- 
atrical one;that Fortune may hayean- 
next 


(7) 
next to his Condition, And, ths they 
pay a peculiar Honor and Reſpe& to 
_ great Virtue in Sovereigns, rather 
 thaninSubjeQts,becaule in the former, 


tis more diffuſively beneficial, and | 


cannot laſt without reſiſting ſtronger 
Temptations ; zer, they do not think, 
that a great Empire always..either 
| finds, or makes, a great Soul. And 
if Dignities, how high ſoever, be at- 
tain'd by mean Submiſſions, or weak 
AQtions, they think this extrinſecal 


Greatneſs can no more make a mean 
Soul Great, than high Stilts can make 


a Dwarf a proper Man. Perhaps, 
they look upon Many, who, for ma- 
king a great Buſtle and Noiſe in the 
World, are, by themſelves, and the 
ſhallow Vulgar, thought great Spij- 
rits, but as Gnats, that are 1n them- 
ſelves ſmall and worthleſs Creatures, 
and are really confiderable for No- 
thing, ſave the Noiſe and the Stings 
wherewith they' are able to diſturb 
Mens Reſt. Thar lucky Monarch, 
that overcame ſo great a Part of the 


then known World, and conquer'd 


Countrys 


— 


\ 


/ 
pd 


|| \ta) 
Countrys, faſter thatione would have 
thought he could havetravelPdover 
them, has this ChardQer given of his 
ſtupendious Exploits; by the Romats 
Hiſtorian, that allhe ha done, was, 
Þ? 1 deſpiſe deſpicable 
things. ' And in 4 Poet of the fa 
Nation, this is his Elogy, 12 4 234 


Felix Terrarum Proc non | arile mundo; | 
Editus Exemplitm. © * 


x 
” * - 
n * 
- 
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And if ſuch Perſons as They, had ſo 
little Reſpedt for ſogteat a Monarch, 
that was a- lawful Sovereign; what 
Thor think you,” do Philoſophers 
allow themſelves} who fo lntle va- 
love the Favourites'of: Fortune, fot 
their ' being {&! 'thag' even ſuch as 
thoſe” profoctoln -Uſtrpers, Phocas, 
e>.''that her Fondneſs, and the Ap. 
plauſe ofa Multirude, + (as blind, 
haps, asShe is painced) have Rated 
in the Throne? Philoſophers ,in their 
Thoughts, 'do as well doom to a Scaf- 
fold, as Relivion doesto Hell. And 
certal ny, True Greatneſs -of Mini 

. mw 


(59 


mult be bmething that both Reſides 
in the Soul, and.is. PerfeCtive of. it ; 


neither of which Properties belong 
roany thing thar Fortune: can beſtow: 
and all that outward ,Grearae/s can 
do, is not to make aSoul Greaz, but 


to afford one that is, the opportunity 
of ſhewing itſelf to be ſo. "And all 


theſe Submiſſions and RelpeQs. that 


Cuſtom, or Fear, or Intereſt make 


 Men'pay to'thoſe, whom, only their 


"Titles,or their Places,or their Power 
makes Great ones, do as little argue 
or increaſe the real worth of thoſe en- 


vied Perſons,as rhe ſtanding for more __ 
than formerly in an account , curns 


A Braſs Counter i into Silver or Gotc 
Andas no leſs skill in Arit bmetick 


is requir'd, to Multiply, &c. a rhou- 


ſand Farthings than a thouſand Gui- 
nea's, tho one of the latter, be worth 


almoſt 2 thouſand of the "ORIEL: {o_ 


the ordering or diſpoſing of all things 


according to the beſt Rules, and at- 


rer the beſt manner they are capable 


of, May argue no. cls Greatr:fs of 


Mind in, a private Man, than is eX- 
7 ercis*d 
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ercis'd by a Great Monarch, 1n thoſe 


© Adtionsthat attraR the Eyes, and bu- 


ſie the Tongues, of Nations. Andas it 
uſually ſpeaks a Man a better Artiſt 
to make a Pocket-Watch, than a 
great Town-Clock, all the Advan- 
tage the later has of the former, con- 
ine in the Greatneſs of the Mat- 
_ ter thatis wrought, and not that of 
the Skill, that is diſplay'd : So it 
ſometimes happens, that thoſe Pro- 
ductions of Virtue argue a greater 
Soul, that make, by far, a leſſer Shew 
and Noltſe. And you may remem- 
ber, not only, that . Secrafes, not- 
withſtanding his private, and even 
neceſſitous, Condition, was. by the 
Oracle preferr'd to all the Grecans, 
when Greece was the Theatre of ge- 
nerous Minds: But, that a far truec 
Oracle than That of Delphos, pro- 
nounc'd the poor Widows Mind, 
and Circumſtances, to have made 
her Mite a greater Liberality, than 
{| +} | All that tone RKnh Man 
Mark XI. 43. had beitow'd upon the 
Corban. And 1t 1s tae 

SENcence 


( ex} 


Sentence of no worſe a 

Judge than Salomon. "_y 1.3 
Tet us not then from the mean 
Notions of the Vulgar, and the fond 
| Opinions of common Souls, take our 
_ Eſtimates of ſo ſublime andextraor- 
dinary aQuality,as Greatneſs of Mind. 
For many Things, to which they give 
not only their Approbation , bur 
their Applauſe, are, and ought to be, 

as little eſteem'd, it they be con- 


demn'd © by the Wiſe, as a plece of | 


Braſs Money, that has long paſtcur- 
rant among the People, ought to be 
_ thought good Gold, when Refiners 

and  'Say-maſters have declar'd. it 
counterfeit. And if youask me,What 


Notion then of Greatneſs of Mind, F 


a > to: allow, [ ſhall $a 


| _— His atnoſt ord} ran 
to find out what are the beſt Things 
hecan do, and then, without being 
deterr'd by Dangers, or diſconrag'd 
by Difticulties, Joes reſolutely. and 
Readil aka e them as far as his Abi- 


lity 


FS 2 


( 193 ) 
lity and Opportunities will ſerve; 
and This out of an Internal Princi- 
ple of Love to God and Man,, and 
with.a ſincere. Aim, to Raps = 
one, and Benefit the other. ic 


w*, 


[OR 


[I LIT, before I deſcend to Parti- 
'\culars, it will not be.amiſ$to 
take notice of one Conſideration, that 
may, in general, make it probable, 
That the Chriſtian Religion is ra- 
ther; favourable, than opp 
true Magnanimity. That t 
ment may make ſomewhat t 
Impreſſion, I ſhall, thd ver 
obſerve that the Aſpetts, both: 
Author,the Rules;the Aims,or Sco 
and the. Rewards of Virtue, as: tis 
recommended by Chriſtianity, have 
a greatand direCttendency toElevate 
it, and make Heroick, 


«- 64 bd = co 


(13) 
-i And frf, the prime Author of the 
Doctrine of. the: Goſpel being.GOD 
himſelf, who both knows Man per- 
tealy, and\is mentioned in Scripture 
as a Þ:xdv8þoro, or Lover Fo 
of Mankind 3 *tis. but 7. ITT. 4 
reaſonable: to: ſuppoſe, 
that (the DoCtrines and Laws he 
cauſed -to: be folemnly delivered to 
Mankind,' and confirmed by Mira- 
cles, and: whoſe Syſtem is, in the 
Apocalyſe , honoured 
with the Title of 7he 
Everlaſting Goſpel, (i.e) 
nob to be ſucceeded. by a more perfect 
Inftitution, as the Voſaick Law was 
by. That:; ſhould be fitted to beget 
and advance folid and {ublime: Vir- 
tue,' and be more; than any other In- 
ſtitution, PerfeQtive. of Human: Na- 
ture... RL CIR) 
| | Next, the Rules; had (if there be 
any ſuch) the Counfſels' of the Chri- 
ftian Religion require, and'tend to, 
extraordinary degrets.of Virtue: 1 he 
Divine Legiſlator, bein 


4nto the Hearts: 'off Men; makes his 
- Lays 


able to look 
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Laws reach Thoſe, and Thoſe princi- 
pally, too. The /oving GOD with aff 
our Hearts, with all our Minds, &Cc. 
and our Neighbour as our ſelves, as 
comprehenſive as thoſe two .grand 
' Principles of Virtue are, is by our 
| Saviour made the Summary of the 
Moral Law, and adopted into 'the 
_ Goſpel; the cleanſing ourſelves fron 
all Filth ineſs,both of Fleſh 
= wa and Spirit; and the ab- 
2 ſtaining from. all kind, or 
appearance, of Evil, are the Negative 
Parts of the Chriſtians Duty ; and for 
the Poſitive Parts, weare plainly told, 
That azleſs our Righteouſneſs exceed 
Þ _ that boaſted. one of zhe 
Marth.V. 20, Seribes and Phariſees, we 
2. ſhall ' not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, We are urged 
| to grow 2n Grace, to add 
2 Pet. BY I ; Zo our Faith, Virtue, and 
__ "> to That,a whole Trainof 
excellent Qualities. | And, for fear 


_ any ſuch thing ſhould be chought to 


be purpoſely omitted, becauſe lefr 
unmentioned, this general Exhorta- 
| tion 


L- £3308 
tion is given us : Finally, 
my Brethren, whatſoever :Phil. W. 8, 
rVioes are true, Oc. But | 
there is yet a more aſpiring Path of 
Virrue trac'd us out in the Goſpel, 
where it propoſes to us the Example 
of Chriſt, as One, whoſe Steps we 
are to tread in: For not only that 


. 


Divine Perſon never com- 
mitted any Sin,neither was 1 Per. II. 22. 
Guile found in his Mauthi 
but che Supreme and Omniſcient 
Judge,God Himſelfe, Declared, by a 
Voice from Heaven, his full Approba- 
tion both of his Perſon and his Do- 
Qrine, when he ſaid, 7h - 
# my beloved Son, in whom Mar. XVTT.5. 
T am well pleaſed, hear he 
him. And his-Sinleſs Life, which 
was a Living Law, did not only ſur- 
paſs che Examples, but even the Pre- 
_ cepts and the Idea's too, of the Hea- 
then Moraliſts and Philoſophers, as 
may be elſewhere ſhewn. And the 
becoming a ſerious Diſciple of ſo 
Perfe& and Divine a Teacher, does | 
itclf fo engage a a ro FN 
; E 


c: 16) 
his former Vices, that 
When S:. Paul had dif- 
ſuaded his Romans from 
divers other Vices, inſtead of exhort- 
ingthem to the contrary Virtues in 
particular, he only defires them, in 
| ary to put on the Lord. Teſus 
Chriſt, as a comprehenſive Durty, 
.which contain'd 1n it all the Virtues, 
he declin'd to enumerate. 

Thirdly, but th6 hecalls us to high 
Degrees of Virtue, yet he does not 
. to Unattainable ones; For, tho Phi- 

loſophy wiſely forbore, tho nor al- 
ways to commend, yet to 1njoyn, 

things diſproportionate to Human 
Ink rmities; yer, he may well be al- 
low'd toengage us to more than Hu- 
man Virtues, that by his Divine Af> 
ſiftances, if they be duly ſought, is 

always ready to inable us to acquire 


Rom, #TIL I4. 


and praiſe Them. Of 


Jon]. 16. _ his Fulneſs, lay $ Of, John, 
: We have all a tv pad 
Grace for Grace 3 (4. e.) either Graces 

_ anſ{werablc to His,as the Faculties of 
a Child's Mind, are to Thoſe of a 
| ' PerfeQ 


Se dt 
Ws 38 
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Cn 

Perfe&t Man; or, Grace upon Grates 
(-.e.): an Accumulation: of Graces 
heaped upon one anotherz which may 
keep you from wondring, that Sr. 
Peat {ſhould dare. to ſay, - S. 
T hat he could do all things Phil. W. 3. 
thorow C hriſt that ſkrength-.. 

ned bim- And where his Invitations 
meet with'an honeſt anda willing 
Mind, his: Commands. do:not only 
Chaulk . out the Way, but Give 
Strength ro walk init ; and he uſus 
ally, docs by his Spirit, ſuch a kind of 
Work, as he' ſometimes did Miracus 
loaſly by his Power, 
when 4 at once þid, More. 9 6. 
and enabled, a Paraly- | 

rick Perſon that wanted Strength. to 
tir from his Bed, to riſe and walk. 
And when, having commanded 97. 
Peter tO walk to him upon 

the Sea, he enabled him {e- Mat XW29. 
Lew oly to tread: upon the | 
Waves ; thereby Approving and Re- 
ardiog the excellent Notion thar 
Diſciple had, That rhe - Command 
tf Corift was a ſufficient Cauſe ra 

BÞ 2 1 an 


{ rs ) Lhe 
put him upon Attion, tho a Mira- 
cle were requilite tocarry him tho« 
row with it: 57s 

Fonrthly, The Rewards propos'd 
to Virtue and _Piety, by the Chri/tias 
Religion, do exceedingly tend to ani- 
mate and heighten Them ;; whethet 
we. confider the Recompences the 
Goſpel propounds in this Lite, or 
thoſe that it promiſes in the Next. 
The great preſent Rewards of Vir- 
tue, are,” you know, the Approbati- 
on of Good Men, and the Applauſe 
of a Man's. own Conſcience. The 
Firſt of theſe is as well attainable by 
Chriftian Hero's, as by any other; 
for Virtue loſes neither 1ts Worth, 
nor Amiableneſs,by being Baptiz'd; 
and thd in ſome Times and Places 
lefler Degrees of it may be diſregar- 
ded, or traducd, yet, generally 
ipeaking, the greater Degrees of it 
will either invite, or extort, Mens 
Eſteem. Among the Roman Perſe» 
cutors, the exemplary Lives and 
Conftancy of the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, brought 1t to be Tom 

I ſaid, 


ſaid, That ſuch a Man was 4 good 
Man, ſaving that he was a Chriftianz 
.and, Sali Chriſtianj mortys contemp- 
Fores, was uſually in. Heathen's 
Mouths. There are divers Qualities, 


(9) 


and thoſe moe prels'd by the Chri- 


| tian, than any other,Inſtitution,thar 
| have in them ſo much of Native 


Lovelineſs, that Se. Paul might juſt- 
ly ſay of them, Z7hat he that exerciſes 
himſelf in them, «, ge- = 
nerally ſpeaking , both Rem. ATV. 18. 
ceptable to God, and ap- 
prov'd by Men, Nor did thoſe Vir- 
rues that recommended the Great 
Conſtantive , whilſt he was a Gen- 
tile, loſe their Luſtre, or the Ve- 
neration they procured him, when 
he turn'd. Chriſtian, and praQiisd 
hem with higher Aims, than that 
of ſatisfying Himſelf,and pleaſing his 


People. 


And as for the Reward of a good 


Conſcience, which was able to make 
 Hexenles undergo all his Labors; and 


made al] the other Hero's of the Gen- 


tile World ; I think, it will not te 


D 3 . | - doubted, 


(20 yy = 
doubted,” but that this inward' Re. 
compence 15 teceived, nat only with- 
out any Defalcarions, bur with great 
Improvements, by him, whoſe Vir- 
tues flow from Religion. For, to 
him the Applauſes of Conſcience 
may well be more acceptable than all 
the various ſorts of Muſick, that So- 

Jemniz'dthe Dedication. 
Dan. IT. 7. * of N-buchadnezar's Gol- 
[ ven Image, ſince inhim 
' Conſcience does not, as in mere Na- 
tural Men, act only the Part of a 
 Domeſtick Judge, but That of a De- 
legate fromGod himſelf;and its Abſo- 
lutions'are leſs welcome, as they are 
Approbations of Reaſon , than as 
they are the Pledges of Gods Accep- 
tance, and: of that higher Reward 
that will be con{equent to it in the 
Life to come. 

For theſe Joys, that are plac'd on 
' theother fide of the Grave,are much 

the: Nobleſt part of the Recompence 
: of Virtue, and proportionable In- 
*eitements to the Practice of it ; and 
44 on the account of future: Re- 
| wards, 


C 21) 
wards, the Chriſtian has much Trea- 
ter Motives to Heroick Virtue, than 


the Heathen Moraliſt, or Philoſo- 


pher. For, the pofthume State of 


Man is fo dim and unceriain, that 
we find even the greateſt Men, a- 


monz the Heathens, ſpeak very 


doubtfully, and not without If and 
Anas, of a future State, and much 
more of a future Happineſs, as may 


be inſtanc'd in Socrater, Cyrus, Se- 
aeca, and many others; fo that they 


rather fſeem'd to have Wilh'd, or 
Hop*®d, than Believ'd, their future | 


Felicity: And, I fear, that many of 
them, finding that happy State de- 
ſicrib'd chiefly by the Poets, reckon'd 


1t among Poetick. Ei. And 


thoſe that aid, though but wave- 


ringly, expect Recompences in the 


Life to Come , had bur poor and 
mean Idea's ſuggeſted to them of 1t 3 
the Hopes they were entertain'd 
with, being of Fortunate Iſlands and 
the' ElyGan ? Fields, which are not ſo 
Tranſ{cendent as to make a diihdent 
Man very forward to quit the Gar- 

B4 | nn 


dens of Epicarus , that he has here 
in Poſſeſſion , upon the doubtful 
hopes of other Gardens in Elyſium. 
Whereas, to excite the Chriſtian to 
an Heroick Degree of Virtue, he is 
not allow'd to Hope, but Comman- 
ded to be 1ntirely Confident of paſting 
out of this World into a Place, to 
which the Poets Elyſium 1s much 
more Interior, than the Poileſſion of 
a Garden 1s to That of an Empire. 
To attempt the Deſcription of that 
Ccleſtial Happineſs, would be, con- 
trary to my Inclination, to launch 
out into a Common Place ; and were 
a Work, that if my Haſte did not, 
my Diſbility would, diſſuade me 
irom : And therefore, thonoh it bea 
_—_ made up of the Confluence of 
_ all fort of Things rationally De- 
Mike: ; yet, having only ſaid in 
general of all the' other Goods thar it 
comprizes, that the Scripture tells 
us, *# hat Eje has ot Seen, nor Ear 
Heard, nor the Heart of 
3: Cor. IL, 9. Man Concety 'd, what God 
_ laia up for them that 
Fear 
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Fear him: 1 ſhall particularly take 
notice only of thoſe Parts of this [n- 
eſtimable Reward, that may peculi- 
arly concern my preſent purpoſe, by 
being the chief Things that Heroick 


Souls are wont to Aſpire too; a, 


Good Name, Honour, and Dignity. 
_ To have a Good Name for Good 
Attions, cannot but be a very defire- 
able Thing, the Applauſe of Wiſe and 
Good Men, being a loud Eccho from 
without, that, by repeating it, con- 

firms the Approbation given by the 


Conſcience within. But though to 


do Virruous and Worthy ACtions be 


the beſt andlikelieſt way of acquiring 


a Good Name, yet tis not a certain 


one: For, ſuch is the Ignorance, the 
Malice, or the Enmity of a great ma- 
ny, that no Man is ſareto eſcape be- 
ing Mil-repreſented,or Traduc'd ; as, 


_ welee,that the Sublimity,the Bright- 
neſs, and the regular Courſes of the 
Stars themſelves, could not hinder 
wanton Poets, or fanciful Aſtrono- 
mers, from giving thoſe Luminous | 
Conſtellations the Names not only 


M 


i T6 1 2, 
of the Nobler Beaſts, as. the Lyon, 
the Eagle, and the Whale; but even 
of Animals that lie under an ill 
Name, as the Dog, the Goat, and 
the Scorpion. And though i it be true, 
that ofrentimes Innocency Jong 
Clouded, docs, like Lightning,break 
Out at-laſt ; yet oftentimes too, that 
happens not till Malice and Envy are 

2ad, becauſe the maligned Perſon 
is ſoz by which means hz. does not 
Live to know he ts juitified ; and ma- 
ny, if not all, of choſe miſcinform'd 
Men are Dead and gone for whoſe 
good Opinion he was chiefly con- 
cern'd. But thourh the Chriſtian 
may, as well as any other, be Tra- 
duc'd by Calumny, which often 
ſerves good. Men, (as the [eathen 
Perſecuters did the Martyrs, when 
they expoſed them to rhe Peoples 
view, oaths; in the Skins of Beaſts, 
' tomakethem hideous and hateful ;) 
_zet he is juſtly cheared by the Aſſy- 
rance he has, that there will come a 
Time when oppreſt and disfigur*dIn- 
nocency {hall ſhine forth and tri- 
wonph; 


SLES, 
on 


Cay) 


umph, and his good ime: as well 
2s his Body, ſhall have a Glorious 
ReſurreQtion, even in the Sight of 
"his Accuſers and Enemies, and of 
2211 thoſe whom their Slanders did 
_ either prevail with, or ſtartle. For 
ar. that great and general Afſizc, 
to which there ſhall be a far greater 
Conflaence, than the Aſ- 

_ fyrian Monarch drew to Dan. Il. 
the Plains of Babzloz, the _ 
Heroick Dilcigles. of the Apoſtles 
Will be able to ſay, upon happier 
terms than the Apo- L 
ſtles. themſelves did 1 Cor. 9. 
| here below, that they 


are made a. Spectacle to God, to An- 


gels aud to M-n, And in flint II- 
Tuftrious ' Aſſembly , of 

the Firft Born, whoſe Heb. X18. 2, 3. 
Names are written in | 
Heaven, being preſent, the Men, nat 
only of all Nations, but of all Ages 
-too, the Vizards ſhall be as well 
taken off, as the Maſques ; ; and 
{ne formerly traduc'd Saints, bc- 
Ing. welcom'd with the Title of 


God 


- 8%, 
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: | | Good and Faith ul Ser- 
Mes #XV-21- ants, ſhall HA. be 
of rg by the Sentence, not of a 
ible, or partial, Judge, buc of an 
as, Infinite and Sy preme 
Jer. xvi. 10. One, That fearthes. the 
Hearts and Reins, 41d 
cannot be Deceiv'd or Brib'd; and, to 
be ſure, that the injur'd Saint ſhall 
come off with Honour enough, he 
ſhall then be Abſoly d by being 
Crown'd. 
This Celeſtial Crown compre- 
hending,ia ric Scripture Diale&,both 
the remaining Parts of the Chriſtt- 


ans Reward, Honour and Dignity, 
or Glory, and Preferment; 1r ” WA 
_ bepertinent to mention ſome Advan- 


tages that giveit an high Preference 
about the Crowns of Monarchs here 


below. 


And Firſt, Earthly. Crowns may 
ſomrimes be the Fruits and Recom- 
pences of Worth and Virtue, but 
are not at all the proofs of them. 
They are uſually the Gifts of Na- 
ture, and, not unfrequently, of For- 

une ; ; 
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tunes and Hiftory gives us cauſe to 
wiſh, they were more ſeldom the 
Acquiſts of Crimes. Bit the Cele- 
ftial Crowns proclaim,” th6 nor rhe 
Merit, the Worth 'of them that re- 
ceive them, being: never - adjudg'd 
þut'to''Such; whom previous Graces 
afd'Virtnes have fitted and qualified 
for the I of the 
Saftr's 728 Lig hy." is Col. 7, 12. 

' Beſides,” as itt Earthly 
Crdwitt may be #6quir'd without Me- 


rit,*fo 'it may be poſſels'd withour 
Happineſs. - And if Crimes be made 
Steps 'to'ax Throne, they prove {o ma- 


* 


fy horns to Hit thar firs oh ir, who 
is there a more Iliuſtrious, not a leſs 
' torinented, MalefaCtor. The Sublimi- 
tyofa Throne, as little as the Herghr 
of a Scaffold, keeping a ' Criminal 
Perſon from feeling the puniſhments 
inflicted on him there. As may ap- 
| pear by the- inſtance ns 
of © 'Herod Aprippzs, Afr ll. 21, 
whoſe Throne, and 5 
ofiſteting - Habit ,- which Joſephus 
takes notice of, tho they procur'd 
him, 


at err ern re 


2$ ) 


him not only the Acclamations, but 


Adorations, of the dazled Mu, titude, 
could .not protett. him from 'the- in- 
cens'd Juſtice of an higher King than 
he; ſo that whilſt others treate bim 
as a God, he found himſelf: one of 
che moſl miſerable of Men, .and.was 
fain.to haſten froma Seat, , whichioc- 
cafion'd,but could.nox. protect, us:Im- 


[*% 


piety.. But a Ccleſtial:Crown, asit is 
graciouſly beſtowed for the. Su ream 


Recomp 

account, may be called a "Crone of 

Rig bteonſneſs,;. ſo: it. always. prove: 

a Bleſhng as inſep: able from Happi- 

neſs, as a Thing is from it ſelf. : 7 
Crowns of this World,. by the, very 

advantage of being Hereditary,ſhew, 
that they cannot preſerve the Poſle(- 
ſors from Death. But the Crown, I 
ſpeak of, is by the Divine Beſtower 
| of it, called, 4 Crown 

Rev. I. io. Of Life ; and of it, in, 
reſpect of other Crowns, 

may be truly ſaid, what Solomon ſaid, 
of Wiſdom , in reference to other 


Goods, 


IJ 
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_ Goods, That the Excel- Ee 
lency, of i 114. That it - Eel IE 3s. 


{wes Life to the owner MY 
thereof... And though Earthly Crowns 
be.ſu ch ranſitory. Things, that we 
may obſerve, that even | 

the Four: great Monar- Dar. n. : 
chies of the World were _- 
$ Godrepreſented to Nebachadnezar, 
but as partsof a Dream, whereas. the 
ingdompromis is dto Chriſtians,is cal- 
Jed. in the Scripture, ep. 6 bus 
radom that cannot be Heb. XII, 23. 


- 


as.the Believers PRO 


_ 


- 


+? 
= 


= Y s 


moved , 
Crown 1s, 1n oppolition to thoſe fa- 


+ 


ding Crowns of Lawrel, that a- 
dorn'd the Heads of the Roman Con- 
querors, called an uxmi- I 
thering Crown of Glory. 1 Per V. 4. 
As if the Lawrel plac'd 
on the Chriſtians Head, could grow 
flouriſh in the Wreath, better 
than. 1t did on the Tree. 

' But all that I have yet ſaid is- Infe- 
rior to this laſt Prerogative of the 
Celeſtial Crown, that it does not 
enly confer a_ relative Dignity or 

MAN * he. 
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Preeminence, bur an effential Worth 
and Excellency ; as if the Diamonds, 
which adorn'd that Crown, ſhould 
impart their own Sparklingnefs, 
Tranſparency, and Incorrupribility, 


to the Perſon that wears it.' The 


higheſt Preferments here below go 


raiſe a Man above others, wirchont 
raiſing him above himſelf. By being 
at the ropof a Ladder, a Man comes 


to an higher Station, but 1s not really 
taller than he 'was ; and a Vane, by 
being plac'd on the top of the high- 
elt Steeple, is not from Iron turn'd 
into Gold or Silver, but remains 1ſti]l 


of the ſame baſe Metal it was, and 


is but a Wearher-Cock, and fo the 
Sport of the Winds. But a Cale- 
ſtial Crown-1s always attended witly 
a Perſonal Improvement,befitting'ſo 
high a Dy. The Heavenly 
Coronation has a Virtue likeThat of 


the UnCtion of Saz/, who, upon his 


being madeKing,was 1h.  _ 
abled to Prophecy, and was 1 San Xs. 
tura'd into an other Man. 
And the Reſemblance holds tn this 
_  t00, 


too, that Chriſt is ſaid, 
to have made his Re- Rev. 1. 6. 
deemed ones, not only Eo 
Kings, but Prieſts to God and his Fa- 
ther, as if the Kingly Dignity were 
not enough, unleſs the Sacred Cha- 
ratter of a Prieſtly Office were ad- 
| ded. Congruouſly to which, S#. Pe- 
ter calls Chriſtians, in ge- 
neral, a Royal Prieſf- 1 Pct.Il.9. 
hood; the Underſtand 
ing, the Will, the AﬀeQtions, are 
all refin'd andelevated ; and the ve- 
ry Body itſelf is transformed into a 


Spiritual Body. As if the Glorify*d 
Soul did ſhine, withan undiminiſh'd 
Splendor,through its happily chang'd 
Manſion. And we may' well ſuppoſe, 
that this will be a Bright and Noble 
Structure, if we remember, that the 
Anpgels, who, in their Apparitions to 
good Men, were went to be very 
careful not to frighten them, did yer 
appear with a Majeſtick Splendor; 
and that Angel that the 

Apoſtles ſaw in our Sa- Merk471 5. 
$s | viours Sepulchre 15 re- 

), | preſented 


WI 


«6. Aa os i. 


i". 
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preſented, as a young Maneloathed 
iz a long white and \(hi- 

Luke AX1V-4. ning Garment. And we 
are told by $#. Paal, that, 
in the future State , 
Pril. HI. 21. _ our wile Bodies (ball be | 
transforms. into the 
likene(s of his Glorious Body; and | 
how Glorious 1t isin Heaven, we may 
gueſs, by what it was at his Tranſ- 
hguration here on Earth, during 
| which, the Scripture relates , That ' 
«his Face did ſhine as the | 
Matt: AVIE.2«"' Shin, and bis Raiment | 
WAs abires the Light. 7 
And of Moſes and Elias, tho they | 
came to ſpeak to him of his Death, 
"tis added by St. Luke, 

Luke IX. 31. That they alſo appear 
v1] in Glory, And ſince 
our Saviour has aſſured us, That rh»/e 
| 7: as ve acconnted worthy 
TL. of that« State, ſhall be 
 Tike, or equal to the An- 
gels; And that then the 
tghteoms Wor” [pine 


Fr IR, 
OO SS 


TE INC 


M-ct. I 3. AJo | : 


aom of their F ather, who knows, 
but.that the Transfigur'd Soul and 
Body of fome happy .Saint may bz 
as Glorious a Sight, as that which ap< 


| pear'd to &s. John in the Apocalyps; 
| when heſaw an Ange 
ſtanding in the Sun? If Rev. XX. 17; 

i it be-{faid;: that theſeare / © --. 
| very' bold Hyperbolies, I hope the 


{ Texts, I have mention'd, will keep 


* 


; 


es 


| ſevering Beleivers, One is; 7hat be 
1 will give them Power + L 
| over the Nations, and Rev. Il. 26,27 
i to | Kale: them with a  - 
1 Rod of fron; and the Other, which 
| may well be the laſt, is expreſt in 
1 theſe words. {o him that ov2rcos 
meth, will I yrant to ſit 
with me in ty Throge, Rev. 3. 21. 
even as Þ evercamme, and 
ar ſet down with my Father in hi 
Throne, And tho | readily yKild, 
that theſe Expreſſions are not ro\be 
| © 3 - __ _ſtracll 
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( 34 ) 
ſtrialy, and literally, taken; yet, 


when I conſider the infinite Power, 


and Goodneſs, of God; and that, for 
ought we know, he may have num- 
berleſs Dominions, and Setts of Go- 
vernable Creatures, that we are yet 
ſtrangers too ; I think, God's Attri- 
butes, and Chriſt's Expreſſions, may 
warrant us to expect amazing things 


from him that 1s Able, and has De- 


clar'd himfelf Willing, to do for us 
above what we can ask, or, 

Eph. 3. 20. 1n our prelent State, ſo 
much as rbivh. And,at 
leaſt, that will be allow'd me, which 
I drive at in this Celebration of our 


future Happineſs, that the Chriſti- 


an Religion, by propoſing ſuch ine- 
ſtimable Rewards, preſents Belei- 
vers with far higher Motives to He- 
roick Virtue, than Morality, or Phi- 
loſophy, can afford other Men. 


EY 


_ 


= . yet ſomething to the foregoing 
Diſcourſes, to give the Book they make 
Parts of, a Thickneſs more proportioe 
nate 10 its Largeneſs ; he did among 0- 
ther Papers of his, that he turn'd over 
in Compliance with that requeſt, light 
upon an Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, which by 
its very being unfiziſh'd, ſeem'd ( by 
reaſon of its ſhortneſs) the more fit to 
ſerve the preſent turn. For this Tra 
having been drawn up in a Conntrey, 
whence the Author was oblig*d to re- 
20ve, before. he had made any confſide- 
rable Progreſs in his Work; he was 
eaſily induc'd to put it up in a Bundle 


of other Writings, which, like this, 


were laid afide tall he ſhould be at much 
leiſure to compleat them. But upon 
the newly mention'd occaſion, finding 
that among divers looſe and leſſer Me» 
moirs, that had been thrown together 

G3 


dvertilement. 


e. Author being deſir d to add 
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*n order to the deſtgn'd Treatiſe, there 


were 15 0r 20 Pages at the beginning 
that were Coherekt enough; heiwas$6n-| 


Virtuolo, becauſe of the affinity of the 
things defign'd in both "the -Þ apers ; 
-whith being to recommend Ne Chriſftian 


Relig idn to worthy Souls, twas tongrn- 


Ds exolgh that: a Diſcourſe which 
ſbews,” That rhe Chriſtian Relig ion muy 
"wery well confi with a Philoſophick 
iGehius ; ſhortd be accompany'd by ano- 
"ther that tepns tv hanifeſt, That Grreat- 
Beſs of Mina, which comprizes uncom- 
$208 HEGYees of. Virtue, is not onty Con- 
fiſteyt with” Chiiſtinnity, but may be 
tbiably Promotevi'by it. Thoſe that re- 
let on this Aim, will not (tis hop'd) 
think it flirange, that the Style is a lit- 
tle Raii'd; ſhare' tho" the Subjef be 


- 


Theological, yet the Writer, (whs was 
then many Tears Tounyer than he now | 
#5 ) berng a Perſon of Honour, and 


writing for a Noble Gentleman, who, 


tike himſelf, was a Layman ; *twas 


thought not only Allowable but Fit, that 


the Style ſhould "not be altogether un 


ſuitable 


tant they fold 'actend te Ghiiltian 


uitable to the Subject and to the Aim: 
which was to make Impreſſions on an 1!- 


tt 


rious Perſon, not by dry Precepts, 
or Languid Diſcourſes, but by exciting 
him to Fleroick Virtue, by the Nobleſt 
Patterns and Ideas, and the moſt mo- 
ving Incentives, he could propoſe. 

\ And the the Diſcouragements lately 
mention'd, and” ſince increas'd by the 
Authors not being able to find ſome of 


the principle Materials he had, in looſe 
Sheets, proviaed for the following Diſ- 


courſe ; oblige him to lay aſide the 


thous hts of Compleating it ; yet becauſe 
"tis very poſſeble that ſome Elevated Soul 


may have.a. Mind to proſecute the den 


to =, Or Cultivate {o noble a Subjelt - 


he thought it not amiſs ( as little Sam- 
ples of his Method or Way of Treating 
it )to Subjoyn to the preater Fragment, 
beſides the Index of the Heads of Diſ- 
courſe, intended for the Firſt Part, 
5 or 6 Leſſer Frao ments that he lighted 
on, whilft Le was {eeking for ſome Pa- 
pers belonging to the ſame Trae, that 


(honld have been, but were not, found 


| 72 thiir Company. 
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CHAP. III. 


'"'O have high Aims and Noble 
* Deftgns, 1s ſo Genuin a Mark, 
and Effet of Greatneſs of Mind, 
that there 1s not any more generally 
acknowledged ; inſomuch that Am- 
bition, tho? it be but a Depravation 
or a Counterfeit of this Heroick 
frame of Mind, does yet ſo dazzle 
the Eyes of the greater part of Men, 
as to paſs for Magnanimityz and 
Noble Attempts do oftentimes, even 


when they fail of Succeſs, not miſs 
of Eſteem, 


—— Magnus tamea exoi/dit auſis, 


was meant for an Excominm by him 
that ſaidit. AndI remember thac _ 
one of the Ancients reckons it amang 1 
the Glories of that Great Captain, ' 
Hannibal, who long ſucceſsfully diſs | 
puted, with the Romans, the Empire 
of the World, that he refe{ved to 
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{ſeem to me to have- 


able to lead his Army within the 


Sight of her Walls. 


Now, as to have Elevated Aims 


is one of the chief Signs, and indeed 
Parts, of an Heroick temper of 


Mind 3 ſo, there are no men that 


limer Aims, than Thoſe to which a 
true Chriſtian is Encouraged ; ſince 


| he aſpires to no leſs things than ts 
pleaſe and glorify God; to promote the 


Good of Mankind ; to improve, as far 


45 ts poſſuble, his Perſonal Excellencies 


in this Life; and to ſecure to himſe.f 


for ever a glorious and happy Condi- 


tion 1a the next. | 


CHAP, IYy. 


« 


+ 


Virtuous, muſt expect to ſurmount 
and Conquer, eſpecially in ſuch a 
ecenerous age, as ours, 


Int- 


= 


ome, tho? he never prov'd_ 


obler and Sub. 


is the 
Temptation that is afforded by the 


NE of the grand Difficulties, $ecomd Frag. 
that he, who would be highly 7. 
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Univerſality £ vitious Cuſtoms and 
Examples. I wiſh *cwere needlels, 
ſolicitouſly to prove,eitherhow great. 
an Influence Examples, eſpecially 
bad ones, have on the generality: of 
Men ; or how general bad Examples 
have beeti in moſt Ages, and it par- | 

ticular 'in Thar-we live in. 36 
Scandal given by bad'Examples, tho? 
it be'one of the moſt obvious Temp-' 
rations, is none of the' keaſt dang 
rous. For Intereſt, Baſhfulneſs, and 
that ver yComplaiſance and Civility, 
that is ſo uſually found in well-bred;- 
or good-Natur'd, Perſons , makes: 
them very unwilling to offend or 
diſoblige the Company they live 

with; and whom they have leveral 
Inducements rather to pleaſe and 
gratify by tnmitation and compliance, 
than racitly to reproach by Noncon- 
formity to their Sentiments, and} 
Pra&ices. And, in' effe&, we find, 
that many that could not be per- 
verted by the Frowns and Threats of 
the Viticus, have been Debauch'd. 


by their Company- and Example. 
Againſt 


I 


'% 


% 


4:7 % 
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Againſt this powerful Temptation, 
Religion ſtrongly arms it's Hero, 
both . by Precepts and Precedents. 


' Thou ſhalt not follow a Multitiide to 
preſs Command 


of the Moſaic AW, - Say not thou 4 
Confederacy to all, to whom thes People 


ſhall ſay a Confederacy, was the Com-. 
| mand of God to his Prophet. | Our 
Saviour makes it: an Argument to 
difſuade- his Diſciples from an anxi- 


ous Solicitude about Meat and Drink 
and Cloathing, thar after all theſe 
thinzs the Gentiles (which are by 
far the moſt numerous part of Man- 


La 


kind), do ſeek. _ And, upon the fame 


, 


round, he endeavours. in the ſame 


oF . $::4 


ivine;Sermon upon the Mount to 


" ® 


keep them from Vain Repetitions in 


Prayer. _ And, whereas 1t may-ſeem 


an Immodeſty to dare todifſent from 


others,that vaitly ſurpaſs us in num- 
ber 3 the Heroick Conqueror of Ca- 
a:an {peaks thus to the whole Body 
ot the Victorious Jewiſh Nation, 
that they may chooſe to ſerve whom 
they, thought fit, and worſhip either 
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(42) 
 theGods whom their Fathers ſerved, 

or thoſe Worſhipp'd by the Neigh- 
| bouring Nations, but as for me and 
my Houſe, we Will ſerve the Lord, 


| Be you not conformed to this World, 


_ fays St.Paul. And another Apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of himſelf and the true 
Chriſtians of his time, ſcruples not 
_ to affirm it paſſionately 
 androundly, We know | John, 5. 9, 
| that weare of God, and 
the whole World lies in Wickedneſs. 
Nor does Religion furniſh us with 
Precepts only, to difobey Cuſtom, and 
Example, but with Precedents too, 
of which there are Three ſo illuſtri- 
ous, that I know not how to paſs 
them by. The Firſt is afforded by 
Lot, who lived ina place, that was 
_ grown ſo Proverbial for the Height 
of Wickedneſs, that to aggravate 
their Sins by the moſt Hyperbolical 
_ Compariſon, we mult ltken them to 
themſelves; and they were grown 
fo wicked, that ina place where an 
admirable Plenty, and an unbounded 
Libertimſme could not but make 
them 


_. 49 
them very ox there could not 
| be found halt a Score of good Men, 
the generality of that curſed People 
- being fallen ſo much not only from 
Virtue, but from common Honeſty, 
that they did not reftrain themſelves 
{o much, as to Human Vices. And 


yet, even the Sins of Sodom, which 


cryed ſo loud as to reach Heaven, 
and bring down Fire and Brimftone 
from thence, diſturbed Lor's Quiet, 
without deſtroying his Innocence, 
and an Apoſtle affures us, that, thar 
Juſt Man was but wex'd mth the fil- 
thy Converſation of the wicked, not 
prevaild with in the leaſt ro imitate 
It. 
The Next Inſtance of a Religious 
ourage,inflexible to bad Examples, 


Daniel, who, at the great Solemnity 
of the Dedication of Nebnchadnezars 
_ Golden Image; when they had, be- 
ſides that great and ftern Monarchs 


Command, the Example not only of 


many Men but many Nations, anda 
more numerous Afﬀembly of Perſons, 
| __ conii» 
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is afforded us by the three Friends of 
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(44). 
conſiderable for Quality and: Dignis , 
ty, -than the World ever ſaw before. 
or ſince, ſingly oppoſed their Naked 
Conſtancy to the haughty Tyrants 
- Menaces, and the proſtrate World's 
Example. And yet theſe Men were 
Courtiers, bred among that ſupple 
ſort of fine Creatures; that were as 
accuſtom'd to bow their Conlſciences, 
as'their Knees,to'their proud Maſter. 
They had not. only Lives to loſe, 
but the chief Dignities of the Pre. 
vince of Babyloz, then the Queen of 
Nations. And they. could not upon. 
their refuſal quit the ſtatelieſt Palace 
in the World, without immediately 
changing it for a burning Fiery Fur. 
nace. 1 ST HE i 
The Laſt Inſtance ſhall namezand 
the moſt illuſtrious that can benamed, ' | 
1s, thatl am ſupplied with by Noah, 
he lived in an Age, in which there 
» were as many Hainous Sinners al- 
moſt as there were Men, tho Vice 
has generally had a Berjamins Por 
tion, in the Diſtribution of Mankind 
| betwixt It and Virtue, yet, Merhu- 


{ala 


I (mn. 
| fala excepted, the Inequallity was 
grown ſuch, as gave Vice rather a 
Monopoly than a Share of Men; or if 
a Diſtribution were to be admitted, 


*twas ſuch a one, as That made of 


Sanl and his Army, when All the 


people were on one fide, and only 
he and Jonathan on the other : *Tis 


ſtrange, that when the World was ſo 
recent, that many,that were then a- 


live' might remember and converſe 
with one, that for two hundred 


Yearsliv'd contemporary with Aday, 


C for ſo we may gather Me#h»/ala to 


have done ) Men {ſhould fo ſoon for- 
get all Sentiments of Piety. Bur yet 
in Noah's time, the' World could not 
be compared to 'its preſent - State, 
where tho it be Ntght in one place, 
*tis Day in another; but to the ſtate 
of Tohnu va Bohau, or the firſt Chaos, 
where Darkneſs was over the face of 
the Univerſal Deep. For the Scrip- 
ture tells us, That all 

Gen. 6. 12. Fleſh had corrupted his 
way upon the Farth, that 


every Imagination of the thoughts of 
Mans 


(46) 


Mans Heart was only evil continually. 
And tho? Noah's Family were ſaved 
with him in the Ark, yet it may be 
doubted, whether that were a cer- 
tain token of their being untoucht 
| by the general Contagion. For that 

wonderful Veſſel : contain'd Beaſts 
Clean and unclean, harmleſs and ra- 
pacious, and init were ſaved Wolves 
as well as Lambs, and YVultures as 
well as Doves. And where God 
gives the Reaſon, why he vouchſated 
to receive Noah and his Houle into 
the Ark,he Expreſles it thus; For thee 
have T ſeen Righteons foe me in this 
Generation, without making mention 
of any of his Family. Nor, was the 
Wickedneſs - of the Antediluvian 
World more Univerſal than it was 
Great; that Mungrel breed were 
guilty of Sins as Gigantic as Them- 
ſelves. The Text ſays, that the Earth 
w.zs filled with Violence through 
them; and thoſe Impious Rebels 
againſt their Maker broke the Laws 
of Nature with an Infolence, that 
provoked him to break off the _ 

® 


47 ) 
of Nature to puniſh them, ſince ne- 
| thing leſs than an Univerſal Deluge 
of Water could place Limits to ſuch 


an impetuous and over-flowiiig Im- 


piety, Bur all theſe ſinful Exam- 
ples, how general ſoever, could not 
'*prevail'on Noah ſo muchas to keep 
im from giving One of a quite con- 
trary Nature; the Scripture calls 
 himanH 


he made any Converts, he perſe- 


ver'd in his rejected Admonitions for - 


Sixſcore years, a time long enoug 
to have tired his Patience, eſpeci 
ſince he did not any/of hi 
Obſtinacy, And his Co 


him as much aboye t 


Hh 


iſtancy rais'd 
reach of their 


_ go and compare with any 
of the following times,: 
tuerhas always had ſome 
Not a numerous one, this 11 
Singularity of Noab, which Go 
himſelf ſeems ro have taken: fpecit 
x notice 
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rald or Preacher of Righte- 2. Peter, 2-51 
ouſneſs ; and tho? ic appears not, that 
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WT 

notice'ff, not.only by #hat Patriarchs | 
wonderful ReklervariGn,! but by os 

ang \Emphatically, Thee - have 

ſen Righteous betore me-in #h Ge. 
merationz Which was 1o brutiſh and 
depraved, that | know not whether 
he were not.obliged to live among 
-worſe. Brutes: before he finiſh'd the 
Ark than afterwards, when in it he 
was ſhut up with Lyons, Foxes, and 
c ackewgt 


PUNE. V 


irtute, that 'FEARINY foa 


great Mind, 1s Conſtancy; or-perſe- 
_ wening Patience in AﬀMictions; This 
k QualiryhathſoNoble an appearance, 
that when 
"Mal !efaRors, it obtains our Eſteem ; 


*tis exercis'deven by 


-and whileſt: we cannot ſo much as | 


-excuſe their Aftions,. we cannot but | 


"commend the Manner of their ſ{ut- 


 *fering for them: Calmnels of Mind, 


-1n the midſt " nate Storms, be 


% 


ing ſomething that looks fo hand- 
-ſomely; that: Crimes and Gibbets 
* cannot: Keep it from doing ſo; nor 
hinder. thoſe: in whom *cis found, 


from 


C49.) 


from. being; both. pitied and: applay- 


That this . part of. Greatneſs of 
Miad-1s: Ps ac by. the Chriſtian 
Religion, more than. by ;any.-other 
Infticution, will appear ; if we con- 
ſider,' what 1t.- contributes to Con= 
ſtancy and Patience, under outw ard 
Preſſures and. Galamitics, by Precept, 
by irh on and by RCW 


: i 


CHAP. Ve. 


[4 . the firſtblu | 

Trom Greatneſs of Mind, that lome 
-would:think it, improper to.referithe 
Former 0 the: Later, under-.any 


| other Notion, than that of an Oppg- 


| ſite. But, whatever. may be thought 
of Humility, folitarily. coafider'd, 
p* yet, when we: find it in ConjuaRtion 


with thoſe other, Qualities, that con- | 
tribute” to Make up Greatneſs. of 
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tho? it does not perhaps: ſhine as 
bright as ſome of them, is as amia- 
ble as any ; and imparts ſomewhat 
of its own Lovelineſs to' all the reſt. 
And you will not much wonder, that 
T place this Virtue among thoſe that- 
Coniftellate, if I may ſo ſpeak, an 
Heroick Mind, it you conſider, 
whence Humility may in ſuch a Soul 
proceed, and what difficulties it may 
ſurmount. For if Wealth, Honour, 
and other outward Bleſſings exalr 
our Hero's Condition; to be Hum- 
ble, in the midſt of fuch Advantages, 
argues a Mind elevated above the 
Preſents of Fortuge,and ſpeaks a Soul 
Great enough to undervalue thoſe 
things that ordinary Souls admire ; 
and which even men that paſs for 
Great,make the ObjeAs of their Am- 
bition, and, when attain'd, of their 
Pride, And if our Hero be ennobled 
with great Virtues, or famous for 
great Aﬀtions;- his Humility argues, 
that he has ſo rais'd an Idea of Vir- 
rue, and dares aſpireto ſuch a pitch 
of ir, that he cannop reſt datisfy?d 


(3) 


| with greater attainments, than Per. 


ſons, but ordinarily Virtuous, aim at ;_ 


\ - 


and looks upon himſelfas oblig'd and 
| born to an unwearied purſuit of He- 
roick and ſtill increaſing Degrees of 
| Excellency. And if a laudable Pra- 
' Qtice, by being extremely difficult, 
| 1s a mark of a Great Soul, Humility 


muſt not be deny'd that Character; 
' *for This is a Virtue more difficult to 


| Excellent, than to Ordinary, Souls. 


In other Caſes, a Hero is to contend 


but with his Vices, or his Paſſions, 
or his open Enemies; but- to be 
Humble, he muſt overcome his Vir- 
| tues to03 and that, when they act 


| unitedly as one Body : Since, tho' o- 


ther Virtues naturally aſſiſt one ano- 
\ ther, they allconſpire to ruin Humi- 
lity ; which, having-+Pride to cons 


tend with, is to deal with ſo ſubtle 


' an Adverſary, that ſometimes even 
| by being foil'd he overcomes. And 
as the Torpedo poiſons his Arm that 


wounds it ; ſo ſometimes in the beſt. 


Arguments we employ againſt Pride, 


the very ſtrength and ſeeming ſuc. 
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92 ):; 
els of: them, tempts the Maker of 
them to be Proud; -and I will not. 
ſwear, that, at this very time, I exalt_ 
our Heros Humility, without any. 
Diminution of my Own. | 

' To the attainment of an Eminent 


degree of this: lovely both -Vertue, 


and Crace, the Goſpel condiices;: by 
furniſhing its Eliracerswitblixjte s 
| Jrmjundionss5: clear Diretions; high 
Rewards,and other weighty Matives ; 
and the Nobleſt Paterns and Perfect- 


eſt piqgeren—agey that ever were,or can 
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The Heads of cho thiaele Entitul LE 
Greatneſs of Mind, befriended a, 
* CHEF HAnciy: 


The Introduftion, . 2 


NF the 'Fue Notion of Great- Fifth Frags 
neſs of Mind. * Ment 


2, Of the 7\ endency, that 1 the Chriſtian 
| Religion has to promote Greatneſs oF 
| Mind 7» gezeral.” 

n. 7 bat Chriſtianity gives Mer 20a 
ble Aims, ſuch as the glory of God, the 
pleaſing of Him, the general Good of 
Mex, Perſonal. Excelleacies 'in this 
[| World, and Eternal Happiveſs : 12 the 
_ rext. 

TheVirtnes or Nealifetions which, 
as [o many conſtituent arts, make up 
Greatne(s of Mind, 4a” are peculiarly 


befriended b Chri ianity; are chie 
Theſe y Chriſtianity | f 
4. Courage or FPaloww. 

5. Conſtancy and Patience in Afi. 
COB, 
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ounty or Liberalit 
. Forwaraneſs to oblige. 
eadineſs to forgive. 

. A juſt and impartial Eſtimate 0 
Riches, and other Things that Ordinar 
Men covet and aamire. 

10, Humility. 


Ii. A Contempt of all that's baſe. 
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Exd of the Firſt Part, *F 
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Greatneſs of Mind, 


PROMOTED BY 


CHRISTIANITY. 


The Second Part. 
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HE former TW. has, L 


hope, ſuffictently manifeſted, 


| That, of the ſeveral Virtues and No- 
| ble Qualities that make up true Great 
neſs of Mind, there is not any thax 


| _ isnorat leaſt c:xſtent with Chriſti- 
 _anity, and that moſt ofthem are emi- 


|| nently promenee Dy it. But Lexpect 
Wi} your 


ment, 


a ACE. RITTER. res, vr 12 
-4 vt vo b " 


(56 } S. 
your 3$:ax:2y0 will pretend, that there 
are {ome Qualities-required by our 
Religion;” that directly and power- 
fully tend to debaſe the Mind they 
poſiefs ; and hinder it from attaining, 
or we aſpiring,to ſuch great Things 
as if would reach to, it it were not 
detain'd or depreſ9d by Religion. 
Let us fiow therefore examim, Whe- 
ther, notwithſtanding, the Wings 
whych we have ſhewn that Religion 
adds to the Mind, the Claggs that it 
faſtens to her, be heavy enough to 
diſable her to raiſe her {elf above the 


pitch of Vulgar Souls ; and force her, 
initead of ſoaring aloft, to flutter a- 
| bout the Earth. :. 
The chief Things, that, as far as T 
can learn, are alleged, either by 
Phi'#donns, or .more conſidering Ad- 
verſaries than he ; to ſhew Religion 
to be either quite Inconſiſtent with, 
or very . Unfriendly to, Greatzefſs of 
 Mond,arc theſe. i 
- But, in regard that I find not» the 
Azxfwers thas were drawn up to the Oh- 
Je#ions ; and tis pdt ſ6.copyerient ” 


91) 


It the Later appear unaccompany'd by 
the Former, "tis thought the ſafeſt 
Way to leave thew' both at preſent w- 


mentioned; and only take notice, that 


to the Laſt of the Six ObjeGions, which, 


to deal candidly, were named and con- 


ſidered, theſe words were found 1 bh 


Joyned, 


And now, if it appear,that neither | 


_ any nor all of theſe, have ſuchan un- 
friendly AſpeCt onGreatneſs of Mind, 
as is pretended 3 and that at leaft the 
_ Impediments, they can bring, ate 

much more than countervail'd by the 


Aſiſtances that Religion affords He-: 
roick Virtue ; I hope it will appear, 


that Greatneſs of Mind is not in- 
compatible with Chriſtianity, þut 
rather p Mera by 1t. 


